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vwiters and statesmen who have studied the Poai’s 
‘italy. These well informed men 
Icnow that the American people are baled and dsteartened 


“The Pop's Christmas Mesage of 1944 i ne of the great- 
‘et documents of our Une! “This is not the opialon of some 


few devout Catbolles. It athe considered Judgment of eto, 
A a Take cae der 


Satenentsearellly and 


i 


dex bred ade the advice of «Tope and 
Ss pln as irate aad wea “This wa the 
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The guodnest end. bindsest o] God our Saviowr appeered 
(Epistle to Tits i 4). 


1. For the sath tine slace the opening of thin rental 
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6, These alent witneses denounce this Bet co the story of 
‘man, Delterately blind to the brilliance ot Him Who i the 
‘splendor and Tight of the Father, wilfully. straying. fom 
‘Christ, man ha fallen into chs and into the dela of bs own 
ign 

1, Even the litle lamp is quenched In many majeste te- 
ples and in many modest chapels, were before the taberscle 
4c had shared the watches of the Divine Guest over a word 
Asleep, What deseation!” What ccoteat! Can there sl be 
‘ope for mackind? 


Grounds of Hope 

A, Bleed be the Lond! Out of the mouraful gras of 
sorta, up thors the very depth of the heart-rending anguish 
ft oppested Individuals and coanteles there arse am aura of 
hope, To an ever Increasing aumaber of noble souls there comes 
the thoaght, and with ita clearer, stronger determiation to 
make this woiveral upheaval a sisting pat for a new era 
‘of feteaching resovatlon—the complete reorganization of the 
weld, 


9, ‘Thus, while armed forces eontine to engaze fe murder. 


I toward a tier ftuteone mse necure and more worthy 
of mankind. 

10, A strange paradox thls: a war whote Biteress bids 
fair to reach the limits of paraxysm, and a notable progres 
In aspirations and proposals for a solid and lating. peace! 
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People Are Awake 
|, Moreover—ths Is perhaps the most important polat— 
SGalster Tgbtning of the war that encompasses 


who govern —they ask questions, they crite, and they 
12, Taught by bitter experience, they are more aggresive 
in eppasing the cocentration af power ia dtatobipa that 


Sei seman det, ae today rly connate 
pecs sr nd conf Cay te aed enaagly 


GS the origin and use of authority,” and that “the 
‘Church does not disapprove of aay of the various forms of 
sovernmect, provided they be by themselves capable of secur- 
lng the good ofthe ctiens” (Leo XIH, Bacylial "Libertas, 
‘Je 20, 1888). 
1S. On this feut day which commemorates both the be- 
(of the Incarsate Word ard the digity of mas, as a 
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ten wbo live in a democracy and under a democratic rege? 
Second, what characteristics should the 
Sold the Flas of government la a democracy? 


What « Healthy Demecrocy Meons 

17, Two rehts which democace guarases to hee te 
teas tthe very te democracy ips, aretha they shall 
‘ave al rom to st forth tele own ews of the tien 
abd scrfees imposed ep thee, and tha, te 
Corel to obey witout bel beard 


1%, From the solidarity, harmony and 


Governmtet cee may decide when a democracy 
‘and well balanced, and what is Its life energy and power of 
expansion. 

19. Considering the extent and nature of the succes de. 
smanded of all etzes, especially in our day when the activity 
of the State is 40 vast and decsve, the democrat form ef 
fversenteppeast masy «putt of entre inp by 


20, When, however, people ell for “democracy and better 
enacracy,” that demand can have 0 ether meaning than 
that cares shall be increasingly placed la a position to hold 
‘els own opinions, to vole them, and to make them efletive 
fn promoting thei greral welfare. 


‘A Troe v1. © Spurious Democracy 
21, Hence follows 4 first coechsion with Its practical con- 
{s not distinct catty which mechan: 
Keay gibers topeber a sbapciess mass of Individaals and 
confines ther within a specified terior: 
2. 1k Is and sbould be in practice the organic ane organ: 
‘areal people. The pele aod shapeless muli- 
{scaled “the masses") re two stint concepts 
3. The people Lives and moves by is own lf eeray the 
are fort of thenelves an ean only be moved from 
tn 


‘ulaie.” The pele lives Uy the fulloes of Ile fn the men 


24, The masses, oa the costrary, waiting for the inpulse 
‘roe oatade, become an eany plaything ia the hands of anyone 
‘who seeks to exploit thelr estincts and lenpeesions. They are 
ready to follow, in turn, tay ths fag, tomorrow another. 

25, From the exuberant life ofa true people, ao abundant, 
tHe ei dtd in de state ad in lle faations. With 
‘a ceestandy sell-renewing vigor, I lnsils Into the citizens 
‘he consclouscen of ther own fesponsbility, and a true In- 
anise for the ceeamon good. 

26, By deft management and exxployment the State can 
‘aso uilze the elementary power of the masses. To the am- 
Uitioes hands of one ot of many who have been articlaly 
‘brought together for set alms, the “masses” who have beeo 
redoced to the minimum stats of a mere machine an be sss 
‘the state to impose its whiz on the beter part of the real 
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people. ‘Thus the common welfare Is Injred seriously and for 
{ng while, sad the lajarys very often ard to bea. 

77. Hence follows dearly another coociasion: the mases— 
as we have Jost deGaed them—are the eaplal eoemy of trae 
‘Geaceracy and ofits Weal of Wberty and equality. 

28, Ina people worthy ofthe name the elses feels within 
im the coesclouress af his perceality, of Bis duties and 
rights aod of bis own freedom aloeg with the fredocs and 
Aiglty of others, 

29. Ina people worthy ofthe nase those Inequalies wc 
tare not base on whims bet oo the nature of things—inequale 
Iie of culture, possesion, cla sandiog—so long as they 
are act prejudicial to justice and matual arity, do sot coo- 
‘Mitte any ebstacle to the existence and the prevalence of & 
true split of walon and brtherbood. 

‘30. On the contrary, s0 far are they from tmpultig cleid 
equally In any way, at they sbow Fs trae meaning, namely, 
Ua, In the eyes of the State, everyone has the right to tive 
his own pertonal Ife bosoratly In the place and oder the 
conditions In which the designs and dinpnitions of Providence 


"3, Liberty, which fs really a moral dotyof the Idiots, 
comes a fyrannoas claim of fren to give fee rein to 
coe’ impalees and appelites at whatever cot of detriment 19 


of personal activity, of resect for tradition, of iaity—in = 
trot, of all that gives lle Ka worth—gradoally fades aay 


slrit of democracy with Its Bberty and equality; sod on the 
ther the more or ies numerves exploiters who have known 
tow to ese the power of money and of organlzaton to secure 
1 pelvieged ponoe, and have gained power. 


Democracies Must Have Authority 

35, Like any other form of government the democratic 
state, whether te sepublieaa, must hive the power 
to command, witha real abd elective authority. 

136. The divioely established absolute order of beings and 
purposes which makes each man an independent personally, 
{he nurce and eed of his ea social life, by Imposing on hy 

‘ties and by bestowing oa bie Invilale ght, 
‘als also forthe existence cl the Stale as a necessary society, 
od gives It authority, without which It could neither exit 
tor lle 

137, If eo in wsing thelr personal Uberty, were to deny 
a dependence on a raperi authority powesed of coercive 
power, Usey would by ths very fact ext the ground from under 
{hee own dignity and Uberty, for Uy would be wcatog the 
Lively eedaioed absolute onder of Beings and porposet 

‘38 Since they are established en this one Motel founda 
‘oa the penon, the State and the Government, with thelr respee- 
tive gs, are vo uote that they sand or fll together, Ad 
siace that absolute ender, as right reason and particularly our 
‘Christan fai testify, cant have aay other origin than a per- 
tonal Ga, our Creator, follow thatthe dgaty ef man isthe 
‘ignty conferred by God en the moral community, ad the dig- 
ity ofpaiieal authority Us Ue dignity I enjoys uboogh Ks par 
Uipatioa fa the authority of God. 

‘39. No form of State can avoid taking copniance of thls 
lotimate and. indialble coonction between isell and the 
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alte duties of voll activity, can pat those wan have power 
{iva posidon to full their own cblgations la the legislative, 
Jodi and execotive order with that objectivity, tmpartia- 
ty, loyalty, generosity and tery without which = demo- 
ale government would find it Bard to command the respect 
id the support ef the better sctlon ef the people, 


Ot and re pclae ose wh tae 
the fore ee, i whl oe pty ve pols 
tigate in any Rnd deme gi? 


43. To secure elective actlon, to win esteem and trust, 

very legsltlve body—as esperience shows beyood doubt — 

‘ould have within ita group of select men who are sit 
Took 


tenets asthe repessttves ofthe ene pepe and not 


fesion or social cass But sould reflect every phase 
‘People's ite. They should be chowen became of 
‘Girstina coavictlns, their straght and steady 

Abele grasp of what practical as well at equitable 
\Gemseies in all cumstances, they shooid have clear 
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bealthy and defite policies Above all, they 


taake them capable of leadership aod guidance, particularly 
he 
‘hay wil be led astray and lose thelr way. ‘Those periods of 
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obliged to tafe ato 

ar views, kindly interest, in 

partial ad sympathetic Juste, and devotion to national Unity 
“ot brotherhood, 
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‘evi there sno Hight of appeal agaloat It to a blgher law which 
Binds in conscience. 

148. One who Is imbued with right concepts of the State, 
‘of authority and of bis power as a guardaa of social ender 


value of every particular law should be ug 


Sone Democrocles Can Solve Internetional Problems 
50. We are anxious, beloved sons and dangbter, to take 
the cceaslon of Chrlstzustide t9 polnt out along what lines a 
democracy befitting baman dignity can secure Bappy results 
In barmoay with the lw of nate and with the designs of God 


secrly ifthe ht from the 


have repeatedly spoken, compres also, a8 x moral necessity 
aod the cxowa of social development, the unity of mankind 
and of the family of peoples? 

53. On the recgeition of this principle bangs the futore 


$4, If, on the othe lund, this tame moral necesity were 

fod 1 realisation in a siclety of peoples who bave suc 
In ebeieating the structural defects and ahorteonings 

former systems, then the mafenty of that order would 

te abd iespite tqully the deliberaticns of that society and 

it instruments of sanction. 

or tis reason, to, one understands why the author 
such a wcety east be real and elective over the metn- 

‘States, ln goch wise, however, that each of them retains an 
‘ight to Its own soveregcty. Only thus will the api 


ii 


8 
§ 
ze 


ss. 


ge FF 
2. 


Wars of Aggression Must Be Banned 

56, There les on all States acl peopiles, moreover, the duty 
of doing everything to ban wars of aggresion, once and for 
all tine, as legitimate solutons of international disputes and 
‘asa means of reaiting national aspirations. That duty brooks 
to dey, no procrastination, no bestation, no subtrtuge. 

1. Many attempts inthis direction have been ten in the 
past. “They all fall. And they will all fall always, ati! 
the sanee section of mankind Bas the fem determination, the 
Ialy obstinacy, like an obligation In conscience, to fulfil this 
mission which past ages have not undertaken ‘with sulicent 
smvity and reclation, 

58. If generation as ever Bad to appeetate in the depth 
‘of its conscience the call: "War om wa” iti cetaaly the 
Peet erneraion, 
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9, thas passed trough an ocean of ood and tears wider 
and deeper thin manhiod had ever before encountered. Tt bas 
lived tough indesrbable atrocities 40 latensely that the 
recalection uf tel borora at remain stamped i its memory 
tind even In the deepest recees cf ts sal asthe pictare of & 
hell Sgalst which anyone who cherishes sense of bumaaity 
desires mote than azythlag else to close the door forever. 


Necessity of a Supra:Natlonsl Orgenization 

0, Proea the decisions already pabihed by foterational 
‘commiuions one may draw the coochslon that an essential 
polnt In any future Intemational arrangement wil be the 
formation ef aa orgasiation for the maintenance of peace. 
‘Tals eepaluation wil be vested by common consent. with 
rvpreme authority and with power to smother ln ia germlsal 
‘age any threat of Wolated of calectve agrenion. 

“sr. No coe can allthis development with greater Joy than 
he who bas Tong epheld the peacple thatthe iden of war as 
‘in apt and proportionate means of salvlog ternational eae 
Tits to now out of date, 


sow being worked cut more seriously and 
‘ever tefore, with greater enthusam than be ‘who Ras coo 


=e 


‘wil intervene jodicaly sod inflet chastbement on aggres 
ways be subject to the stigma of pro 


Rights of All Notions Must Be Protected 
65, All thi, however, rests on one condition. ‘The peace 
‘sethement which ls to be strengthened aod stabilized by ental 
fuaranices and, whenever ncenary, by economic sanctions 
{lod even by armed intervention, mst wt give definite counte- 
‘hace {0 any injustice. Tt must oot lmply the derogation of 
‘single right of any natin, to that nation's detriment wbelhet 
it'be victor, vanquished, or neutral. It rust not tmpose a 
espe, Ut ely a temporary borden on any nator ta 
“a. That a peopl, 10 whose grvecment—or peta even 
partly to themselves—the regenbilty for the war lt 
{ributed, should have to undergo fora time tbe rigors of seculty 
‘wei the violently broken tends of eitual Lust are 
together again, is quite understandable from 
‘le, atd i all peabily wl be inevitable 


‘he work of reconstruction al being able to regal asso 

‘with other states ia the great community of nations, 
‘equality and of ienical rights 

ae of far- 

og wisdom. Tt wld be to ssime the grave responsibilty 

of besving the way to a gener Uberatn of manklod from all 

‘materia, ecral and pollical consequences of 


f 


road to pew goals. 
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1D, In tls bope we are strengthened by the words of macy 
ren who Bave Bal great share ia the sferigs of the war. 
While Insite on thelr owe need of seenity nganst any future 


lead by the experince of Mistery aod 
pial sease wil be generally accepted by public 

ty the marty of ten while Wee pits ae ti 
tot. 


12, Matred and the kegosiity of 
teemeen proples wbo have fought aalet each eter have 
rise to ast too dense to Tet wa hope thatthe hour has 
ready come when there wil be light to se cenly 


haps soocer tan people thick, when bth sides wil realize 
that, all thogs cobsdered, there lv oaly one way of wetting 
fot of the meshes la which war and hate have wrapped the 
trorll—the genuine recopation of human sliarty, 9 tath 
{oo Tong forges, Ths salary is rt partial—timited 9 
some people, but unlversal—enbraclag all Tt is founded on 
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‘Their disdain for these alleged untealites has resulted 
stark realities: eval, Iniglty, destroctlon, anni 
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‘St Christ and tothe Church. She ls the mouthplece of our Re- 
the Inatation which earees on Hin miso 

lng sen. She teaches and defends supernatural truths and 

‘communicates t9 men the supernatural elps of grace fn order 

to actuate the divinely esablsbed order of beings and ends 

‘whlch ls the eltinate foundation and dleective norm of every 


‘Bt, By ber very exlstence the Church rss before the workd 
‘84 ning beacaa 9 remind itconsasily af tt divine onder, 
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Sota fren the manger of Betlebem tothe furthest confines 
fof the earth at a tme when ght dignity i tragleally tow, 
AS, The holy story of Chrisinss proclaims this inviolable 
ignlty ef man with x vig and authority that ansot be 
said--aa authority and vigor that lafntely transcends al, 
‘ould be aceved by all other possible declarations of 
Fights of man 
'M. Christzas, th great fast of the Son of God Who 
peared in human fsb, the fast fa which Heaven koopa 
fo earth with iefable grace and benevolence, 
‘whlch Christasty and mankled contemplating bel 
Gal our Savio 
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the woe, 
‘numa diglty In all its fllnes, is the moment 
by the allnce ofall men of good wil. 

56, In Hin, love wil be restored tothe pooe woe tea by 
Atscor, vided by selfshness, and poliooed by hate. Ia Him, 
the wold wil lean to march forward in cordial barmooy to 
‘ward the common goal, and in His peace it wil find at last the 
cate of alls wounds. 


* Light in Dorkness—Chrstion Cherity 


| 


‘9 Iti a pleasure for us to express also equal pralse and 
arate forthe generosity of the head of the State, the Gov= 
‘tect and the people of Spala, and to the Goveruments of 
Ireland, Argentina, Asstralia, Bolivia, Brasil, Canada, Chile, 

, Poland, Rumaais, Stovall 
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